Brook Primary School
Infection Control Policy

Aims and Objectives:
This policy aims to provide the school community with guidance when preparing for, and in the event of, an
outbreak of an infection such as pandemic influenza. It contains a checklist of actions to aid planning and preparing
for an outbreak of an infection and clarifies communication procedures.
Principals:
The school recognises that infections such as influenza pandemics are not new. No-one knows exactly when the
school will be faced with having to deal with a potentially contagious illness amongst its community. We recognise
the need to be prepared. Infections are likely to spread particularly rapidly in schools and as children may have no
residual immunity, they could be amongst the groups worst affected. We recognise that closing the school may be
necessary in exceptional circumstances in order to control an infection. However we will strive to remain open
unless advised otherwise. Good pastoral care includes promoting healthy living. School staff will give pupils positive
messages about health and well-being through lessons and through conversations with pupils.
(Appendix 1 - Infection Types, Guidance on Infection Control in Schools and Other Childcare Settings, September
2014)
Planning and Preparing:
In the event of the school becoming aware that a pupil or member of staff has an infectious illness we would inform
the local health trust for advice and guidance. Alternatively they may contact the school to advise us that a pupil or
member of staff has sought medical attention and has been diagnosed as having an infectious illness. During an
outbreak of an infectious illness such as pandemic influenza the school will seek to operate as normally as possible
but will plan for higher levels of staff absence. The decision on whether school should remain open or close will be
based on medical evidence. This will be discussed with the Government’s Health Protection Agency. It is likely that
school will remain open but we recognise the fact that both the illness itself and the caring responsibilities of staff
will impact staff absence levels. The school will close if lessons cannot be staffed or there is not adequate supervision
for the pupils. Pupils will be asked to complete work at home using the school website or educational websites.
May 2020 – COVID-19 Pandemic:
Under the current Government arrangements for the Covid-19 pandemic, schools may be required to open to more
children from June 1st 2020 if the infection rate (R) remains below 1 and the 5 key Government targets have been
met. School will also remain open for Key worker children.
To ensure the safety of children, staff and families, necessary Local Authority risk assessments will be in place
alongside more specific to Brook safety measures that have been carefully considered. These include:
• Reduced contact between children and staff – group sizes of 15 that will be kept away from other groups
• Allocation of the same staff to a group as far as possible
• Groups to remain in the same classroom throughout the day including isolated, staggered break times and
lunch times
• Thorough cleaning - shared resources (if they cannot be individualised), frequent cleaning of surfaces that
children touch, including toys
• Ensure frequent hand washing and hand sanatizing
• No use of outdoor equipment
Alongside the recommendations made in the risk assessments some basic principles can help to keep children,
teachers and staff safe at school and help to stop the spread of this disease:

·

·

•

·
·
·

Unwell pupils, teacher and other staff should not come into school and if they show any of the symptoms
of COVID-19, then should self isolate alongside other members of their household for 14 days following the
COVID-19: Guidance for households, including accessing testing.
Staff and parents need to be aware of the basic information and guidance about COVID-19 and know the
main symptoms as identified by the Government and NHS. These are:
o High temperature
o New, continuous cough
o Loss or change to sense of small or taste
Staff and parents need to be aware of the basic information and guidance about Kawasaki disease which is
a condition that mainly affects children under the age of 5. It's also known as mucocutaneous lymph node
syndrome. The characteristic symptoms are a high temperature that lasts for 5 days or more, with:
o a rash
o swollen glands in the neck
o dry, cracked lips
o red fingers or toes
o red eyes
Promote timely, clear and up to date information sharing with all stakeholders including regular monitoring
or risk assessments in place
Implement infection control in daily activities
Highlight to staff and parents the importance of vigilance

However, School cannot guarantee that the recommended 2mtr social distancing rule can be adhered to at all
times.

Infection Control:
Infections are usually spread from person to person by close contact, for example:
• Infected people can pass a virus to others through droplets when coughing, sneezing or even talking within a close
distance.
• Through direct contact with an infected person: for example, if you shake or hold their hand, and then touch your
own mouth, eyes or nose without first washing your hands.
• By touching objects (e.g. door handles, light switches) that have previously been touched by an infected person,
then touching your own mouth, eyes or nose without first washing your hands. Viruses can survive longer on hard
surfaces than on soft or absorbent surfaces.
Staff and pupils are given the following advice about how to reduce the risk of passing on infections to others:
• Wash your hands when practicable after coughing, sneezing or blowing your nose.
• Minimise contact between your hands and mouth/nose, unless you have just washed your hands.
• Cover your nose and mouth when coughing or sneezing.
• Do not attend school if you think you may have an infectious illness.
• If pupils are ill during the day and need to go home. Parents will be contacted.
These messages are promoted through Personal and Social Education lessons.
(Appendix 2 – Good Hygiene Practice, Guidance on Infection Control in Schools and Other Childcare Settings,
September 2014)
Support for Staff, Pupils and Carers:

The school does not have a full-time nurse who can assess pupils and staff before recommending further action. We
have paediatric first aid trained staff who can advise, however. Individuals who are believed to have an infectious
illness are sent home and are advised to contact their GP or local hospital.

Monitoring and Evaluating:
Senior staff and Governors will evaluate the effectiveness of the policy and agree adjustments that may be necessary
to address any concerns.
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